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MSMORAMDUM FOR; DInctor of Cutrsl bt*Ui(«sc( 

SUBJECT: £>«bat« e& the Cfflofirmatlea of 

Joha A. McCobo as Dlssetor of 
Csntral Bilslllgoacs 


1. In the attaebsd book aro tk« floor debate a oa your 
confirmatioB with a subject index and a page index of individual 
Senators* statomeats. Also, for ready reference, the botdc 
contains a syniopses of toe statements ssade by each Senator. 
While toe resnlt of the voting was annotiaced as yeas and 12 
nays, toe true vote was S4 in favor and 15 against. The additions 
to toe mnonneed vote result from three pairs and from communl- 
cations from absent Senators stating they would have voted yea if 
present. The three additional Senators voting nay in effect, 
through pairing, were Clark. Oouglas and Morse. 


2. A review of the Senate floor debate 29, SO and SI 
January 1952 todicates two areas which have centinuiag significance 
for the Agency. These areas are: (aj toe belief of many Senators 
that a Joint Committee on intelligence or a Watchdog Committee is 
desirable based in part m allegations of lack of congresaimud 
supervision; and (bj tos matter of commlttoo Jarlsdietion ovor 
CIA, I. o. « ehotoor it is to bo Foreign Bolstt<ms or Armed Services. 


3. Conflict of intsrost topics such as the 


tos 


C-U9 contract plus World War II profits sad tos California shipyards 
are important but were obvious smoke screens for otoer issues. 
Many Senators knew this end both Jsekson and Russell addressed 
themselves to this point. Thsrs appears to be nothing which can or 
ahould be dtme with respect to^ese old mattora. The guestion of 
laede od enporianco which was raised by a number oi Senators shoulc 
now bo coasidorod a dead iasue. 
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4. Tii« lack of cwsmr«aal«aAl •ap«rvi«ioB mmmkmd ia 

part am atiteek oa mamiMirs of tite two Saaata Sttbcoemeoitteca «ad 
ia part la also iaveirad la tka qoaation oi jariadictioa of tka Foraigs 
Ralatlcma Cammittaa. Saaator Rataali baa bagua to raapoad to tilila 
iaaua hf tba raeaat fali-aeala jolat maatiag of tka two CIA Sab- 
cwoaxaittaaa aad it ia to ba bepad &at ha wlU bi^d pariodie fatara 
maattaga. Aa aj^troprlata raport by o&% or bath «d tbaaa Sab> 
comoaittaaa would ba aatramaly balpfal. bt tita maaatima, tba 
Agaacy aboaid ba alart to taba tka iaitlativa ta adviaiag tka 

Sab committee a of davalopmaata mad particularly those which will 
bava wt might have overt ramiAcatiooa or carry riaka of aa impact 
which will baeoma kaowa piddicly. 

5. Tba qaaatioB of Committaa jariadictioa raata primarily, 

of coaraa, with tba Coagraaa* Cloaar aaparviai^m by Armed Sarvicaa 
and cloaar ralatioaablpa aa ia^eatad above eoold have aa amaliorati&g 
affect. Tbara appaara to ba llttia tba Agaacy caa do directly cm tbia 
quaetiOB. 

b. Tbara are soma aabatdlary polata wbidh coold racalva soma 
attaaticm. 


a. For iataraal coaaidaratioa aad poaalbly diaeasaioa 
with tba Armed Services Committaa would ba a careful 
aarvay of Urn qoasti^ raiaad by McCarthy, i. a. . tba 
juridical or legal basis lor Agaacy eovsrt oparatloaa. Tbia 
ia baiag worked oa by tiia Qaoaral Couaeal'a i^tca. 


b. Ip tba case of Saaator Doualaa 


[ 


JliTtilSanavaSTrifould 


ba worthv^Ua to diaeaaa tbia case with him. Tba parpoaa 
would ba to iUaatrata tba difficult poaitioa of Agaacy ia 
daaytag allagattoaa. U wcmld alas Uluatrata bow Waabiagtoa 
gossip bacomea lagaad simply by rapatitioa. Tba true facta 
are basically vary aimpla but tura tba story exactly 180 dagraas. 
It ia aot known that tka Saaator baa iataraatad blmsalf 
particularly ta Agaacy affairs ia &a past aad a diacussloa 
with him oa tbia apaeific peiat aad tits Agaacy ia gaaarad 
could ba wall worthwhile. 
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c. Wli«& Scatttor Ca«« wmm oa tii« fl«er, li« made tbe 
comment tlut hm beped Mr. McCeae wonld read ndiat hm ^ad 
to eay mei tkea proceeded to dUcaas the exemption from 
taxation of income £rom lereign«haeed eorporatlone and ehlpe. 

A reading hotit cd hie 4}neetlooe in the hearing and etatemente 
on the floor tende to indicate he wat net very dear himself on 
some of tilie past Isaaea he was dleenssiag. It eoold emil he 
that he started ma, these matters and was simji^y carried away 
wldk tdaem withont having the time to consider ^tem in detail. 

It may he worthwhile to meet with him at a snhseqoent date 
and discaas the Agency generally* distiagnishlag between Its 
intelligence activities and Its covert operations and the 
difference in control and snpervisiea hatwaea lha two. It is 
nded that if Ssnator Itassoll does net j^ace Margarat Chase 
&alth on tho CIA Snbcommittee. Francis Cass nmnld ha next 
in tins. 

?. It Is difftcnit to sse ^t anything could he gniaed by lUtempttag 
te pneh fnrdicr into the ^'iiheral*' iesne ae being a htaie for ^e eppositioa. 
While dse tssne ie Hwre it ia deuhtfal there are any apacific courses of 
action to alleviate it directly. Further* this would get us entwined ia 
trying to dlstinguieh betweon the Ithornl issue and tkotm Saaatora who, 
in one way or aaethar, aro tied iam the Drew Pearson situation. It 
ia dear that if Drew i^arsen aapousea a canss and raally mahes an 
isaiw of it, ho Is going to have anpport from approximately ten Senators. 
Again, dtere is little that can ba done directly cn tills. 

8. In snmmary, ws should conttnus to watch clossly any 
devslopments on tin itiU vdiich might hava a baartng on the Joint Corn* 
mittoo or committee jurtedictien issue. The ceafirmatlw of tiie Deputy 
XHrector sheuld ehed some light an titese matters. As IndeaUid, I 
believe It would he wer^while to see both Seaater Deaglae aad Seaator 
Caee. We shodd, of eeurse, eedinue to take iho initlativa with our two 
Senate Subcommittees and 1 will discuss further with Senator Russell 
the idea of a monthly mooting with the Armed Services Snbcommithse. 


jrOI^S. WASNSR 
Legislative Couoael 


Attachment 
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